NARRATIVE &c.

C H U N A R    1st September 1781.

IN whatever manner the scene may close in which I am now engaged, the ca-
lamities with which it opened will not fail, in their first impression, to in-
fluence in some degree the minds of all men in forming their judgment of it. In
the following narrative, if I can trust to my own sentiments; or if those who shall
read it will credit this declaration of them, I shall less study to efface that impres-
sion, than seek to divest my mind of all partial bias, and to deliver all the past
transactions and occurrences with the strictest and most faithful regard to truth; in
which if I fail, I fail unknowingly: And may the God of Truth so judge me, as
my own conscience shall condemn or acquit me of intentional deception*

THE motives and objects of my journey were various. "With these the design
of my transaction at Banaris had but a remote and secondary connection. ,IJteftg
Calcutta on the 7th of July. At Buxar Rajah Cheit Sing paid me the customary
duty of respect, by advancing to that place, which lay the nearest to the bound-
ary-line of his Zemeedary. He brought with him a great fleet of boats, which
as I afterwards learned, were crouded with two thousand armed and chosen men*
This circumstance was noticed by many of the gentlemen who accompanied me,
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